17TH July 2000

PRESS RELEASE
HOW TO KILL A 30LB CARP

We as anglers are peculiar creatures. A title like this gets you all fired up and guarantees you read it, correct? Yet talk about our warnings of the last 20 months that your carp as well as other specimen fish are at risk of being killed by otters and the eyes glaze over. Most of you who attended the last three Carp Society Conferences for instance will have walked by our stand only glancing at all the carp deaths/otter material saying no, it can’t happen to me...... Okay fine, but try the same line now on the Carp Societies Horseshoe Lake members, given the recent fish kills by otters and of course the problem is recognised. Still doesn’t mean it can happen to your carp though, right? 

WRONG!

Let us take a look at the distribution map of otters in the UK, as shown on the Environment Agency leaflet relating to otter predation.

(See map attached-INSERT).

Now those white areas show where otters were not present in significant numbers, as of 1998. This includes the areas of the Colne Valley, Lea Valley, Oxfordshire lakes such as Orchid, Essex lakes, the list is endless. 

By 2010 the EU objective is every last one of these areas will have its full complement of otters. £1.5 million has been given to help ensure it happens. Just think on that for a moment, £1.5 million tax money from various sources to ensure otters are fully re-established on every river system in the UK, and it will then be a lottery which lakes are found by otters, and when and how many of your fish are killed.

So what can you do to avoid this? The only sure protection is to put up a specially designed fence round each and every fishery, at a cost in raw materials alone of circa £700 an acre. So Horseshoe members for instance need to find £56,000!!

SACG stance from the start has been that I believed through education and dialogue with the conservation movement we would eventually convince them that the demands of natural justice meant our pleas for money to be made available to help protect fisheries  against the otters they have re-established, would be met. I was wrong. To quote;

“We consider that it is the responsibility of the fishery owner to protect their fishery with fencing................”
“Conservation bodies are not able to pay for fencing materials against commercial losses incurred through otter predation; we consider this is the responsibility of the fishery owner. However we are happy to help with sourcing other funding for fencing, and offering our support, where appropriate.”

In other words, they won’t (can’t) pay; their view is that if your fish are valuable it is up to you to find the money because they won’t. 

This whole issue now needs far more help and involvement from outside SACG, it is too big, too important, and too costly to you the angler for us to handle alone. I would welcome contributions from anyone who feels they can help, (David Mannall of the Carp Society has already been of considerable help). 

Anyone with views to give, or willing to help, please contact me. They are your fish!

For full details of the reports submitted by SACG and the reply from the Otter Biodiversity Action Plan Steering Group, see our web site WWW.SACG.CO.UK
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