7th December 2000

PRESS RELEASE

OTTER RELEASES and PROTECTIVE MEASURES FOR FISHERIES

SACG are pleased to report that no further introductions of captive-bred otters will be taking place in the UK. The Otter Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP) Steering Group (which includes the Wildlife Trusts), and the Otter Trust, are all in agreement that further releases are no longer appropriate as the UK otter population is now sufficiently widespread to continue its natural recovery to its 1960 situation. It is envisaged that otters will return to most of their old ranges, although this is likely to take many years.

Captive bred otters have in certain circumstances been responsible for some well publicised incidents of predation of large carp, and of trout, possibly exacerbated by the these particular animals lack of natural fear of man. 

It should be noted however by anglers and water controllers that wild otters (even in low numbers) still hold a significant threat to large carp, particularly in winter, and measures should be considered to protect stocks which may be at risk. The results of the Otter Survey of England, currently being undertaken by the Otter BAP Group, will assist in identifying areas particularly at risk in advance, and advice on protective measures such as fencing is available from trained personnel. 

The costs of such protective measures are the subject of continued discussions between the Otter BAPS Group and SACG, with an approach by SACG to Government in the near future. The otter is of course a protected species, so it is imperative we find the financing for fisheries protection. In asking the Government for this funding we are also delighted to announce that English Nature, The Wildlife Trusts, and the Environment Agency are supportive of SACG’s efforts at the highest level, as are all the members of the National Angling Alliance.

Full details of the situation are given in the Environment Agency explanatory leaflet “Otter Predation-Is My Fishery At Risk?” from your local EA office or by writing to their Fisheries Department at EA, Rio House, Waterside Drive, Aztec West, Almondsbury, Bristol BS12 4UD. 

SACG can be contacted via their web site at WWW.SACG.CO.UK or via fax to Chris Burt on 01245 608452. 

Chris Burt, SACG

OTTERS-STOP PRESS………

IMPORTANT NEWS!
· No further introductions of captive-bred otters will be taking place in the UK-they have of course been responsible for the death of some large carp

· We are also delighted to announce that SACG’s call for funding of protective fencing has the full backing of English Nature, The Wildlife Trusts, and the Environment Agency, as are all the members of the National Angling Alliance.

