






* delete as appropriate
Dear 

EARLY DAY MOTION 957 RIVER ACCESS FOR NON-POWERED CRAFT


I am / We are* opposed to EDM 957 as originally drafted but in support of the two amendments put forward on the 6th December 2005 by Mr Martin Salter MP. 

I/we* object to the original wording on environmental grounds, because of the detrimental effect that unrestricted access to the nation’s waterways will have on sensitive aquatic environments. I/we* do not wish to deny canoes access to rivers but I/we* consider that such access should be by locally negotiated agreements, which have been proven to work well in many parts of the Country. 
Such agreements can take into account the sustainable protection of the environment as well as of anglers and canoeists and generally allow access on either a temporal or spatial basis.
I/we understand this is the view currently held by the Government. Indeed at a meeting with angling leaders on 20th October Jim Knight, Parliamentary Under Secretary at Defra confirmed that the government does not support the British Canoe Union’s claim for unrestricted access to England’s waterways but will continue to work to promote the adoption of locally negotiated access agreements.  This approach is the one taken by angling interests in its ongoing negotiations with the British Canoe Union.
Angling is very well regulated, and provides £17m net income to the Environment Agency’s Fisheries  resource.  Anglers also provide many times that figure each year through fishing fees for habitat management and environmental protection, which gives the sport genuine stakeholder status in the aquatic environment.  Other water users should be made to take a similar responsibility for their environment.



Principal angling organisations are committed to agreeing a negotiated solution to this problem and I/we* would therefore respectfully ask you to support EDM 957 as amended on 6th December 2005 by Mr Martin Salter MP.

Thank you for taking the time and trouble to read this letter. 
Yours sincerely,
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